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Mr.  Mayor,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1960,  with  which  is  incorporated 
that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

In  place  of  the  customary  introductory  dissertation  on  the 
vital  statistics  in  general  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  under  review, 
which  I  feel  have  become  quite  comprehensive  in  content  and 
which,  in  any  case,  are  set  out  in  a  manner  unlikely  to  confuse 
those  who  care  to  study  them,  I  propose  to  select  a  few  of  the  more 
salient  features  for  high-lighting  and  enlarging  upon,  so  that 
points  of  special  interest  may  not  be  overlooked. 

Take,  for  example,  the  population  figure  (estimated)  for 
the  year  1960,  recorded  here  as  being  34,8£v,  in  connection  with 
which  the  Natural  Increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  is  213. 
On  looking  back  at  past  returns  it  is  observed  that  little,  if  any, 
actual  advancement  has  been  made  on  the  figure  for  a  decade  ago, 
yet  over  the  ensuing  ten  years  the  sum  total  of  the  Natural  Increase 
stands  at  approximately  2,200  persons.  It  must  surely  follow 
from  this  that  there  has  been  an  exodus  from  the  town  at  a  rate 
which  has  almost  precisely  balanced  that  at  which  it  has  been 
naturally  replenishing  itself  by  its  inhabitants.  With  the  con¬ 
tinued  clearance  of  the  m.ore  heavily  built-up  parts  of  the  town  in 
pursuance  of  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  polisy,  and  their  repla:e- 
ment  by  less  dense  housing  development,  then,  if  tall  blocks  of  flats 
are  to  be  excluded,  the  town  of  Wednesbury  must  seemingly  look 
to  the  past  and  not  to  the  future  for  its  most  populous  days. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1960  varied  little  from,  the  previous  year, 
and  the  adjusted  rate  of  15.7  per  1,000  total  population  remained 
somewhat  below  the  national  average  of  17.1.  There  was,  however, 
a  satisfactory  drop  in  the  number  of  cases  of  children  failing  to 
survive  their  first  year  of  life,  and  the  resulting  rate  of  15.6  per 
1,000  live  births  was  well  below  the  national  average  of  21.7. 
Once  again  it  will  be  seen  that  no  mother’s  death  was  associated 
with  pregnancy  in  any  way. 

There  was  a  moderate  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
recorded  in  the  town  during  the  year,  thereby  causing  the  Adjusted 
Death  Rate  to  be  raised  to  15.2  per  thousand  total  population, 
substantially  higher  than  the  figure  of  11.5  for  England  and  Wales. 
Of  these  deaths,  Heart  Disease  of  various  forms  claimed  the 
largest  number  of  victims,  taking  27%,  followed  by  Cancer  with 
20.2%,  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  related  conditions  with  16%, 
and  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System,  14.5%. 
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Although  its  size  cannot  be  compared  with  any  of  the  fore¬ 
going,  nevertheless  there  is  one  deafh  statistic  which  merits  m.ore 
than  mere  relegation  to  the  list  of  “  other  causes  I  refer  to 
deaths  by  suicide  which  will  be  seen  to  stand  at  the  unhappy  total 
of  9,  the  largest  number  ever  recorded  for  Wednesbury.  This 
represents  a  proportion  of  total  deaths  of  the  order  of  2.3%,  the 
corresponding  value  for  England  and  Wales  being  n.96%.  That 
is  to  say,  death  by  suicide  in  Wednesbury  in  I960  was  2.4  times  the 
rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  Had  the  sam.e  ratio,  in  fact, 
applied  to  England  and  Wales,  it  would  have  been  equivalent  to 
one  case  of  suicide  occurring  every  42  minutes  of  the  day  and 
night,  although  the  actual  frequency  was  tragic  enough.  Whilst 
it  is  beyond  the  scope  of  this  report  to  attempt  any  general  explana¬ 
tion  of  such  deaths  occurring  locally,  it  is,  nevertheless,  instructive 
to  compare  those  for  a  period  of  full  employment,  as  at  present, 
with  those  of  thirty  years  ago,  when  massive  unemployment  was 
the  rule.  The  striking  fact  that  a  total  of  8  deaths  only  by  suicide 
was  recorded  over  the  years  1939-1933  appears,  however,  to  be  not 
inconsistent  with  the  finding  that  most  of  those  who  died  by 
their  own  hand  in  1960  were  elderly,  and  therefore  either  approach¬ 
ing  the  end  of  their  working  lives,  or  engaged  almost  entirely  upon 
household  affairs.  A  more  fruitful  line  of  enquiry  may  well  be  that 
related  to  certain  evidence  that  some  people  seem  only  too  willing 
to  abjure  all  responsibility  for  aged  relatives,  entrusting  them  with 
relief  if  not,  indeed,  enthusiasm,  to  the  care  of  Public  Institutions 
of  one  kind  or  another.  One  particularly  distasteful  incident  is 
recalled  when  these  offices  were  virtually  haunted  by  members  of  a 
family  seeking  to  ensure  that  no  possible  hitch  would  prevent, 
or  even  delay,  the  admission  of  their  obsolete  relative  to  an  Old 
People’s  Home.  Experiences  like  this  lead  one  to  sombre  con¬ 
jectures  as  to  the  possible  number  of  elderly  folk  who,  had  they 
known  that  they  mattered  enough  even  to  a  single  person,  might 
not  have  been  driven  to  bring  their  lonely  lives  to  a  violent  and 
untimely  end. 

An  important  point  to  note  in  regard  to  the  relatively  un¬ 
predictable  annual  fluctuations  of  Infectious  Disease  Notifications 
is  not  the  low  total  figure  of  122,  but  the  fact  that  fully  half  of  the 
cases  were  due  to  Whooping  Cough.  This  is  a  deeply  disappointing 
sequel  to  the  diminishing  returns  of  previous  years,  particularly 
since  the  protection  of  children  against  this  disease  is  easily 
provided  either  through  General  Practitioners  or  at  Local  Authority 
Clinics.  It  should  not  be  overlooked,  either,  that  no  new  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  1960,  so  that  the  average  rate  for  the 
decade  stands  at  one  case  per  annum  only.  Notwithstanding  the 
fact  that,  in  this  world  of  topsy-turvey  values,  good  news  is  no  news 
so  far  as  illness  is  concerned,  credit  must  be  given  for  imaginative 
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reporting  which  played  its  part  in  the  increased  popular  demand 
for  protection  against  this  crippling  disease. 

Turning  to  Slum  Clearance,  it  can  be  stated  that  although 
no  Public  Inquiries  into  proposals  by  the  Council  were  held  during 
the  year,  extensive  surveying  and  assessing  of  areas  of  unfit 
properties  within  the  vicinity  of  the  town  centre  was  undertaken, 
the  results  being  reported  for  the  necessary  legal  machinery  to  be 
set  into  motion.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  each 
successfully  concluded  action  involving  the  demolition  of  unfit 
houses  and  the  agreed  re-housing  of  persons  so  displaced  has 
distended  still  more  the  already  formidable  list  of  applicants  for 
council  houses.  It  is,  therefore,  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  means 
will  be  found  in  future  for  the  even  speedier  erection  of  new  dwellings 
if  steady  progress  in  slum  clearance  is  to  be  maintained.  In  this 
connection,  it  will  be  an  advantage  both  practically  and  aesthetically 
when  plans  for  new  buildings  on  such  derelict  areas  as  those  at 
present  fronting  Holyhead  Road  can,  as  it  were,  be  transformed 
from  the  abstract  to  the  concrete.  Incidentally,  although  103 
new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  (78  local  authority  and 
25  private  enterprise),  the  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the 
Borough  fell  by  136. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
in  general,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  in  particular,  for  their  continuing  interest  and  en¬ 
couragement  throughout  the  year,  also  to  all  members  of  the  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  all  other  officers  and  members 
of  other  departments,  in  fact,  to  anyone  who  has  had  a  contribution 
to  make  in  any  way  towards  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Public  Health  Department, 
21,  Victoria  Street, 
Wednesbury. 


J^fVl  KJ 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1960. 
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SECTION  A. 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1960. 

Area  (in  acres)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,025 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  of  Population,  Mid  I960  .  .  34,820 

Population  Census  1951  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34,758 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1960,  according  to 
the  Rate  Books  : — 

(i)  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,043 

(ii)  Other  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,104 

10,147 

Rateable  Value  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £422,535 

Sum  represented  bv  a  penny  rate  for  year  1960/61  £1,777  19s.  9d. 

Live  Births.  (Rate  per  1,000  total  population). 

Rate  for  Borough 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Rate. 

England  Rate  for 
&  Wales.  1959. 

Legitimate 

311 

267 

578 

Illegitimate 

9 

11 

20 

320 

278 

598 

17.1 

17.1  17.0 

Still  Births. 

(Rate 

per  1,000 

live  and 

still  births). 

Rate  for  Borough 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Rate. 

England  Rate  for 
&  Wales.  1959. 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

8 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

8 

13.3 

19.7  15.6 

326  280  606 


Total  Births 
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Illegitimate  Live  Births  as  percentage  of  Total  Live  Births  (by  sexes). 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

2.8 

3.9 

3.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

■ 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate  per 

Rate 

per 

per 

1 ,000 

Fe- 

per 

1,000 

1,000 

Live 

Males 

males  Total 

1,000 

Live 

Live 

Births 

Live 

Births 

Births 

England 

Births. 

(Legit.). 

( Illegit .). 

<T  Wales. 

Legitimate  4 

4  8 

Illegitimate 

1  1 

Total  4 

5  9 

15.6 

13.3 

1.6 

21.7 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

(Deaths  under  four  weeks- 

—Rate 

per  1,000 

live  births). 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Rate. 

Rate  for 
England 
&  Wales. 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

— ■ 

1 

1 

Total 

3 

4 

7 

11.7 

15.6 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality.  (Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  Live 
Births) . 

Males.  Females.  Total.  Rate. 

2  3  5  8.3 


Perinatal  Mortality  (combined  Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1  week 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births). 

Total.  Rate. 

13  21.7 


Maternal  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births). 

Rate  for  Borough 
Rate.  England  Rate  for 
&  Wales.  1959. 


Number  of  Women  dying 
during,  in,  or  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  Pregnancy, 
Childbirth  or  Abortion 


Nil 


0.0 


0.39 


0.0 
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Deaths.  (Rate  per  1,000  total  population). 

Rate  for  Borough 

Males.  Females.  Total.  Rate.  England  Rate  for 

&  Wales.  1959. 

All  Causes  225  160  385  11.05  11.5  10.3 

Death  Rate  from  Specified  Causes. 

Number.  Rate  per  1,000 
Population. 

From  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  78  .  .  2.24 

From  Measles  (all  ages) .  .  .  .  .  .  —  .  .  0.0 

From  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  —  .  .  0.0 

From  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  .  .  —  .  .  0.0 


Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  industries  are  iron  and  steel  manufacture,  tube 
manufacture,  hot  drop  stamping,  construction  steelwork,  railway 
carriage  building,  edge  tool  manufacture,  electrical  engineering, 
iron  foundering,  and  kindred  trades. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Wallace,  Manager  of  the  Wednesbury  Employment 
Exchange,  has  kindly  given  me  the  following  ligures,  as  an 
approximate  indication  of  the  numbers  employed  in  the  industries 
quoted  from  information  available  at  the  exchange  of  National 


Insurance  Cards  in  the  quarter  beginning 

June, 

I960 

Males. 

Females. 

T  otal. 

Iron  and  Steel  manufacture,  including 

rolling  and  casting 

3,995 

361 

4,356 

Iron  and  Steel  Tubes 

967 

389 

1,356 

Iron  Founders 

440 

70 

510 

Light  Metal  Manufacture 

468 

135 

603 

Engineering  and  Electrical  Goods 

656 

311 

967 

Railway  Carriage,  Wagons  and  Motor 

Vehicle  Building  and  Accessories.  . 

719 

48 

767 

Tools  and  Implements  Manufacture  .  . 

405 

157 

562 

Bolts,  Nuts,  Screws,  Rivets,  etc.,  manu- 

facture 

806 

1,054 

1,860 

Metal  Industries,  not  specified  above .  . 

1,350 

710 

2,060 

Food  and  Drink  manufacturing 

375 

121 

496 

Artificial  stone,  bricks  and  Building 

Building  materials  manufacture  .  . 

340 

115 

455 

Sawmilling  and  Woodwork 

255 

80 

335 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering 

724 

30 

754 

Distributive  Trades 

400 

265 

665 

11,900 

3,846 

15,746 

10 


Approximate  working  population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19,000 

Numbers  registered  as  unemployed  on  12/12/1960. 


Wholly  unemployed 

•  • 

Males. 

36  (37) 

Females. 
10  (25) 

T  otal. 
46  (62) 

Temporarily  stopped 

•  • 

48  (1) 

2  (1) 

50  (2) 

84  (38) 

12  (26) 

96  (64) 

(. N.B . — The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  the  previous  year,  for 
comparison.) 


11 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1960. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males  j 

Fe¬ 

males 

Total 

Totals  for  Previous  Yeai 
1955  1956  1957  1958 

'S. 

1959 

Tuberculosis  : 

Respiratory 

2 

2 

4 

2 

8 

4 

8 

2 

Other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

- — 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

Meningococcal  Infects. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm  : 

Stomach 

6 

9 

15 

10 

11 

15 

9 

9 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

21 

1 

22 

13 

18 

13 

15 

16 

Breast 

-  1 

5 

5 

4 

3 

8 

2 

4 

Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

2 

3 

1 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

23 

11 

34 

25 

32 

25 

29 

29 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system 

29 

33 

62 

49 

44 

34 

45 

55 

Coronary  disease, 

angina 

34 

14 

48 

34 

38 

38 

53 

55 

Hypertension  with 

heart  disease 

1 

4 

5 

8 

16 

8 

7 

4 

Other  heart  disease  .  . 

24 

27 

51 

66 

62 

52 

59 

49 

Other  circulatory 

disease 

5 

8 

13 

13 

5 

12 

13 

11 

Influenza 

4 

1 

5 

2 

4 

3 

— 

13 

Pneumonia 

9 

8 

17 

11 

12 

20 

17 

18 

Bronchitis 

24 

7 

31 

27 

39 

30 

27 

25 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system .  . 

2 

1 

3 

5 

5 

4 

5 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

duodenum 

4 

— 

4 

4 

2 

5 

9 

6 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

6 

7 

4 

3 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

4 

4 

4 

2 

4 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Congenital  malforma- 

tions 

— 

3 

3 

3 

7 

4 

8 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases 

8 

13 

21 

24 

28 

28 

24 

26 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

8 

1 

9 

6 

3 

— • 

3 

3 

All  other  accidents  .  . 

6 

2 

8 

9 

10 

5 

9 

7 

Suicide 

5 

4 

9 

6 

7 

6 

4 

4 

Homicide  and  opera- 

tions  of  war 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

225 

1  160 

385 

340 

372 

337 

364 

358 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE,  YEAR  I960. 


12 


13 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(as  at  31st  December,  1960). 


A  number  of  environmental  Health  Services  are  provided  by 
Staffordshire  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946.  For  the  purpose  of  administrating  these  services,  the 
County  has  been  subdivided  into  nine  areas,  the  Borough  of 
Wednesbury  forming  part  of,  and  giving  its  name  to,  Area  No.  9. 
Included  in  this,  the  largest  area,  is  the  Borough  of  Bilston,  and 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Willenhall,  Darlaston  and  Wednesfield,  the 
total  population  involved  now  standing  at  154,29  .  A  specific 
Area  Health  Com.mittee  has  been  convened  to  supervise  the 
environmental  services  which  are  listed  below,  and  the  Borough  is 
represented  by  three  members.  Your  Medical  Officer  also  serves 
in  the  capacity  of  Medical  Officer  to  the  Area  Committee. 


Ambulance  Service.  (Section  27). 

A  24-hour  service  is  based  on  Richards  Street  Station, 
Darlaston  (Tel.  James  Bridge  2591/2),  and  Ambulance  movements 
are  now  controlled  by  radio  from,  the  station  at  Tipton. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics.  (Section  22). 

King’s  Hill  (School  Street)  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  2-15 

p.m. 

Mesty  Croft  (Alma  Street)  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays,  2-15  p.m. 


Health  Visiting  Services.  (Section  24). 

Health  Visitors  are  employed  in  the  District  by  Staffordshire 
County  Council  for  advice  and  instruction  both  in  the  home  and  at 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 


Home  Help  Service.  (Section  29). 

A  number  of  women  are  employed  for  the  purpose  of  assistance 
in  the  home  during  certain  adverse  conditions  and  a  scale  of  charges 
for  the  service  is  applied  according  to  financial  circumstances. 
This  service  is  operated  from  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury 
(Tel.  WED.  0961). 
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Home  Nursing  Service.  (Section  25). 

Several  fully-qualified  District  Nurses  are  employed  by  the 
County  Council  for  general  nursing  duties  in  the  home,  as  required 
by  General  Practitioners,  or  following  discharge  from  hospital. 


immunisation  and  Vaccination.  (Section  26). 

Protective  treatment  against  Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Poliomyelitis  is  available  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
from  General  Practitioners. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres.  (Section  22). 

Three  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  maintained  within  the 
Borough  by  Staffordshire  County  Council,  these  being  : — 


Albert  Street 

King’s  Hill  (School  Street) 

Mesty  Croft  (Alma  Street) 


Mondays  and  Thursdays,  2-15 
p.m. 

Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  2-15 
p.m. 

Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  2-15  p.m. 


Midwifery.  (Section  23). 

Confinements,  in  hospital  arranged  by  Clinics  and  private 
doctors  if  on  medical  grounds  ;  through  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  if  on 
social  grounds.  Domiciliary  births,  and  care  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  puerperium,  if  discharged  from  hospital  at  an  early  date,  are 
the  duty  of  fully  qualified  midwives  provided  by  Staffordshire 
County  Council. 


Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care.  (Section  28). 

This  is  mainly  carried  out  by  a  Social  Worker  for  the  district 
provided  by  Staffordshire  County  Council  who  deals  with  con¬ 
valescent  treatment,  assistance  with  clothing,  extra  food,  and  so  on. 
Care  of  the  aged  and  infirm  is  also  partly  the  concern  of  the  Area 
Welfare  Officer. 
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Other  Health  Services  provided  include  : 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Martin  Street,  Stafford. 
Director  :  E.  M.  Mackay-Scollay,  M.B.,  B.S. 

(Tel.  Stafford  4377). 

Chemical  Analysis,  Chemical  Laboratory,  County  Buildings, 
Stafford. 

County  Analyst  :  A.  Houlbrook,  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 
(Tel.  Stafford  51141). 

Tuberculosis,  Chest  Clinic,  Church  Street,  Wednesbury. 
Chest  Physician  :  Doctor  Elizabeth  Frew. 

(Tel.  WED.  0322). 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Special  Clinics  at  Manor  Hospital,  Walsall  and  Guest 
Hospital,  Dudley. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Taylor,  B.Sc.,  M.I.C.E.,  Engineer-in-Chief,  the 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  within  whose  statutory 
area  the  Borough  of  Wednesbury  falls,  has  given  me  the  following 
report  in  respect  of  the  year  1960  : — 

(i)  The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
(a)  quality,  and  (b)  quantity. 

(it)  The  supply  to  the  Borough  of  Wednesbury  is  derived 
from  the  Barr  Beacon  and  Hednesford  s3^stems.  The 
Barr  Beacon  system  consists  of  five  pumping  stations 
and  the  Hednesford  system  of  nine  pumping  stations. 
These  pumping  stations  are  examined  regularly  and 
frequently,  both  bacteriologically  and  chemically,  and 
where  treatment  is  installed,  both  before  and  after 
treatment.  Regular  samples  are  taken  within  the 
Borough  boundaries  at  Wednesbury  Reservoir,  the 
Waterman's  house,  Wednesbury  and  Wood  Green 
Repumping  Station. 

During  1960  17  of  the  20  samples  from  Wednesbury 
Reservoir  were  free  from,  all  types  of  coliform  bacteria. 
15  samples  from  the  Waterman's  house  and  3p  samples 
from  Wood  Green  Repumping  Station  were  all  free 
from  coliform  bacteria. 

The  samples  were  also  examined  chemically,  the  average 
results  of  the  samples  from  the  Waterman’s  house 
being  : — 

pH 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 

Albiminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr.  at 
27  deg.  C.) 

Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
Total  Hardness 
Iron  (Fe) 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  &  Pb) 

Free  Cl 


7.2 

89  parts  per  million 

32.8  „  „ 

•009  „  „ 

•071  „  „ 

2.9 


.76 

84 

111 

195 

.09 

.02 

Nil 

Trace 


y ) 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 


y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 


>  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 
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(Hi)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  all  15 
sam.ples  from  the  Waterman’s  house  being  free  from  any 
detectable  quantities  of  lead. 

(iv)  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations 

as  a  precautionary  measure. 

In  cases  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of  burst 
or  damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc.,  emer¬ 
gency  chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus 
and  staff  are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains,  etc., 
are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been 
examined  and  pronounced  satisfactory. 

(v)  (a)  The  number  of  houses  supplied  direct  from  mains 

at  31st  December,  1960  was  10,150  and  the 
estimated  population  for  these  houses,  based  on  an 
average  of  3.35  persons  per  house,  was  34,f00. 
It  is  regretted  that  the  figure  quoted  for  number  of 
houses  supplied,  cannot  be  directly  compared  with 
similar  figures  for  previous  years  owing  to  an 
alteration  in  the  method  of  computation.  For 
instance,  lock-up  shops  and  similar  premises  which 
had  previously  been  included  are  now  omitted. 

( b )  The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  m.eans  of  stand¬ 
pipes  at  31st  December,  I960,  was  104.  This 
figure  is  included  in  the  total  of  10,150. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Ewart,  A.M.I.C.E.,  Borough  Engineer,  reports 

“  The  sewerage  system  functioned  satisfactorily  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1960,  and  no  stoppages  occurred. 

The  treatment  of  sewage  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was 
performed  as  satisfactorily  as  possible  with  the  existing  plant. 
A  new  sludge  pumphouse  was  provided  and  additional  media  was 
added  to  the  bacteriological  filters. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  37.23  inches.” 

(N.B. — The  rainfall  for  the  year  1959  was  24.45  inches.) 
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SECTION  D. 


SAMPLES  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955, 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1969. 


Details  of  insne^ions  and  actions  taken  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Ramage)  informs 
me  that  during  1960  the  following  samples  were  taken  in 
Wednesbury  : — 


Milk. 

Milk  Pasteurised  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Milk  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  .  .  .  .  3 

Milk  Sterilised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

8  All  Genuine 

General  F^ods. 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  .  .  .  71 

Number  of  samples  genuine  .  .  .  .  67 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  .  .  4 

Classification  of  General  Foods. 

* 

Pork  Sausage  containing  preservative  (11  samples). 

Beef  Sausage  containing  preservative. 

Meat  Pies  (3  samples). 

Puff  Pastry. 

Malt  Vinegar. 

Lemon  Squash. 

Vitamin  C  Tablets. 

Vitaminised  Iron  Tablets  with  Yeast. 

Cream  of  Mushroom  Soup. 

Condensed  Vegetable  Soup. 

Scotch  Broth. 

Sliced  Peaches  in  Syrup. 

Fish  Paste — Salmon  and  Shrimp. 

Potted  Beef. 
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Sultana  Sponge  Pudding. 
Strawberries  in  Syrup  (2  samples). 
Chocolate  Flavoured  Food  Drink. 
Mint  in  Vinegar. 

Margarine. 

Dr.  Macleans  Mints. 

Sponge  Sandwich. 

Tea. 

Non-brewed  Condiment. 

Sponge  Mixture. 

Chocolate  Cake  Covering. 

Fruit  Malt  Loaf. 

Sponge  Sandwich  Cake. 

Eccles  Cakes. 

Lard. 

Egg  Custards. 

Dairy  Cream  Flans. 

Dairy  Cream  Horns. 

Dairy  Cream  Baskets. 

Fresh  Cream  Horns. 

Fresh  Cream  Eclairs. 

Tea  Rusks. 

Tomato  Chutney. 

Strawberries. 

Red  Plums  in  Syrup. 

Coconut  Creams. 

Creamed  Rice  Milk  Pudding, 
Dressed  Crab. 

Luncheon  Meat. 

Lemon  Drink  Powder. 

Red  Cherries  in  Syrup. 

Milk  Shake  Syrup — Pineapple. 
Minced  Meat  Loaf. 

Sweet  Sparkling  Apple  Drink. 

Cod  Roe. 

Potted  Salmon. 

Vintage  Cyder. 

Full  Cream  Chocolate. 

Biscuits  made  with  Fresh  Eggs. 
Instant  Coffee. 

All  Pork  Pie. 

Pure  Almond  Marzipan. 
Mincemeat. 

Christmas  Pudding. 
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Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples. 

Meat  Pies— Informal. 

Contain  28.1%  of  filling  in  which  little  or  no  edible  meat 
present. 


Meat  Pies— Formal. 

Proportion  of  meat  in  filling  is  insufficient  to  justify  description 
of  “  Meat  Pie  Recipe  amended. 


Pork  Sausage  containing  preservative— Formal. 

Sample  11.8%  deficient  of  its  proper  proportion  of  meat. 
Cautioned.  Formula  altered. 


Potted  Salmon— Formal. 

Label  did  not  carry  full  list  of  ingredients.  Labels  to  be 
amended  on  re-printing. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 

The  Summary  of  Retail  Milks  sampled  by  the  County  Public 
Health  Department  during  1960  is  set  out  in  the  Table  which 
follows. 
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SECTION  E. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

11  cases  were  reported,  compared  with  26  in  1959. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  was  60,  compared 
with  16  in  1959. 

Measles. 

39  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  341  in  1959. 


Diphtheria 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  notified  for  the  seventh 
year  in  succession. 


Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  reported,  compared  with  four 
in  1959. 


Pneumonia. 

8  cases  were  reported  against  22  in  1959. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


Number 

All  Forms  .  .  .  .  2 

Pulmonary  .  .  .  .  2 

Non-pulmonary 


Rate  per 
1,000 

Population. 

.05 

.05 

.00 


Provisional 
Rate — England 
and  Wales. 
.075 
.068 
.007 
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Sputum  Examinations. 

Sender. 

Number. 

Positive. 

Negative 

Chest  Clinic 

445 

13 

432 

General  Practitioners 

8 

*  «  •  • 

8 

Tuberculosis  Cases. 


Number  on  Public  Health  Department  Register  (at  31/12/1960) 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Year. 

No.  on 
Register 

Pul¬ 

Non- 

Pul- 

Pul¬ 

Non- 

Pul- 

(all  forms). 

monary. 

monary. 

monary.  r 

nonary. 

1938 

173 

26 

5 

18 

2 

1950 

271 

63 

2 

25 

6 

1951 

310 

71 

8 

22 

4 

1952 

322 

58 

3 

13 

2 

1953 

360 

71 

4 

8 

1 

1954 

307 

32 

1 

13 

2 

1955 

323 

39 

3 

3 

— 

1956 

360 

25 

2 

7 

— 

1957 

359 

30 

4 

3 

— 

1958 

346 

27 

2 

8 

— 

1959 

346 

18 

2 

2 

— 

I960 

343 

31 

2 

2 

— 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  excluding  Tuberculosis)  IN  AGE  GROUPS  AND  WARD  DISTRIBUTION,  1960. 


TUBERCULOSIS  —  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1960. 
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MISCELLANEA. 

Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948. 

Particulars  of  Inspections  and  Defects  found  and  remedied 
are  recorded  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Medical  Examinations,  1960. 

Local  Government  and  other  Officers’  Superannuation  Act,  1937. 


Examined. 

Males. 

Females. 

Admitted. 

14 

8 

6 

14 

Corporation  Sick  Pay  Scheme. 

Examined. 

Males. 

Females. 

Admitted. 

21 

19 

2 

21 

National  Assistance 

Act,  1948 

(Amendment  Act, 

1951). 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
above  Act  during  1960. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  report  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  my  department  for  the  year  1st  January,  1960,  to  the  31st 
December,  1960.  The  Cleansing  Section  covers  the  financial  year 
1st  April,  1960,  to  the  31st  March,  1961. 

Mrs.  D.  Whitehouse  terminated  her  employment  with  my 
department  on  3rd  June,  1960,  and  Mr.  M.  Hinks  commenced 
employment  as  a  Junior  Clerk  on  the  19th  September,  1960. 

The  Inspectoral  Staff  again  remained  unchanged. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  following  tables  show  the  results  of  Formal  and  Informal 
Notices  served  by  the  Department  during  the  years  : — 


Number  of  complaints  received  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  272 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88 

Number  of  premises  affected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  101 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Number  of  Premises  affected  by  compliance .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Number  of  premises  affected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  Premises  affected  by  compliance.  .  .  .  .  .  4 


General  House  Defects— Main  Buildings. 

Roofs  .  .  . .  . .  . . 

Rainwater  Spouting  and  Eaves  Gutter 

Ceiling  Plaster 

Wall  Plaster 

Window  Sashcords 

Attic  Window 

Floors 

Firegrates 


Remedied. 

8 

6 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 
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Remedied. 

Wash-house  and  Sculleries. 

Rainwater  Spouting  and  Eaves  Gutter  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Sinks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Sink  Wastes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Sink  Waste  Gully  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Floors  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Door  Hinges  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Roofs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Washing  Copper  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Water-closet  and  Coal  Houses. 

Roofs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Brickwork  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Door  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Eaves  Gutter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Water-closet  Cistern  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Flush  Pipes  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Water-closet  Pedestal  and  Drain  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Verandahs  and  Covered  Passages. 

Eaves  Gutter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Refuse  Accommodation. 

Dustbins  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  218 

Boundary  Walls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

% 

Drainage. 

Obstructed  Drains  Cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  184 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  after  Infectious  Disease  cases  have 
either  been  removed  to  hospital  or  otherwise  terminated.  Dis¬ 
infestation  refers  to  Bugs,  Beetles,  Crickets,  Ants,  etc. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  of  Council  houses  disinfested  for  other  pests  .  .  53 

Number  of  Council  houses  disinfested  for  bugs  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  other  houses  disinfested  for  other  pests  .  .  42 

Number  of  other  houses  disinfested  for  bugs  .  .  .  .  3 
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Housing  Act,  1957. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  act,  the  following  were  dealt 
with  as  stated. 


Demolition  Orders  made  during  the  year. 

5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  Camp  Street,  Wednesbury. 

53,  Meeting  Street,  Wednesbury. 

6,  8,  10,  12,  Mill  Street,  Wednesbury. 

259,  261,  Park  Lane,  Wednesbury. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  Potters  Lane,  Wednesbury, 

63,  64,  Reservoir  Passage,  Church  Hill,  Wednesbury. 


Closing  Order  made  during  the  year. 

10,  Church  Hill,  Wednesbury. 


Undertakings  accepted  during  the  year. 

26,  Walsall  Road,  Wednesbury. 

104,  Franchise  Street,  Wednesbury. 


The  following  were  displaced  during  the  year. 

40  families  affected  by  clearance  areas. 

3  families  affected  by  compulsory  purchase  orders. 
35  families  affected  by  demolition  orders. 


The  following  premises  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  Brookside,  Wednesbury. 
25,  27,  35,  37,  39,  41,  Wellcroft  Street,  Wednesbury. 
17,  18,  Holyhead  Road,  Wednesbury. 

2,  3,  3a,  Earps  Lane,  Wednesbury. 

2,  3,  4,  Camp  Street,  Wednesbury. 

21,  23,  25,  Churchill,  Wednesbury. 
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Premises  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas. 

37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  54,55,56,  57,  58,  Cross  Street,  Wednesbury. 
29,  81,  King  Street,  Wednesbury. 

25,  26,  Meeting  Street,  Wednesbury. 

20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  Queen  Street,  Wednesbury. 
153/154,  155,  156,  157,  158,  159,  160,  161,  162,  163,  Holyhead 
Road,  Wednesbury. 


Premises  demolished  in  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  Robbins  Row  (Cross  Street),  Wednesbury. 
Cross  Keys  (152),  Holyhead  Road,  Wednesbury. 


Application  for  Premises  to  be  used  for  storage. 

In  February  of  this  year  the  Council  did  not  allow  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  suspension  of  Demolition  Orders,  to  use  for  storage 
purposes,  the  premises  known  as  14  and  15,  High  Bullen, 
Wednesbury. 
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ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
ACTS  WITH  RESPECT  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
confirmed  the  Wellcroft  Street  Clearance  Order  in  respect  of  Nos. 
29  and  31,  Wellcroft  Street,  without  modification,  well  maintained 
payments  being  made. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  118 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  .  798 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957  .  .  21 

(■ b )  Number  of  inspections  m.ade  for  the  purpose  84 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  9  and  10  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notice  .  .  Nil 

(1)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices 

(1)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  25 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 


Land  Charges  Act,  1925. 

On  350  occasions  during  the  year  under  review,  my  department 
was  called  upon  to  answer  search-requisition  questions  affecting 
property  in  the  Borough. 


33 


Rent  Act,  1957. 

Given  hereunder  are  the  details  of  the  action  taken  during  the 

year. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certi¬ 
ficates  of  Disrepair  (Form  “  M  ”)  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(2)  Number  of  Notices  sent  to  Tenants  (Form,  N  ”)  1 

(3)  Number  of  Certificates  as  to  remedying  of  Defects 

(Form  “  P  ”) .  1 

(Went  and  other  Foods. 

(Food  and  Drugs  and  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders). 

The  table  of  inspections  under  this  heading  is  shown  later. 
The  only  Slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  is  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 
The  columns  in  the  following  table  shown  blank  are  due  to  the 
fact  that  only  pigs  are  killed  and  inspected. 
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Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Horses 

Pigs 

Number  killed  .  . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

25,420 

Number  inspected 

— - 

— 

— - 

— 

- — 

25,420 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned .  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

24 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3,519 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

13.9 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

786 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  .  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3.1 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

ment  by  refrigeration 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Generalised  and  Totally  con- 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

Nil 

The  amount  of  meat  recorded  as  condemned  in  connection 
with  the  above  table  was  11  tons  7  cwts.  0  qrs.  27  lbs. 
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Other  foods  inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human  food  included 
the  following  : — 


Cwts.  Qrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

132  tins  of  meat 

3 

3 

24 

8 

48  tins  of  fish 

24 

14| 

19  tins  of  evaporated  milk 

16 

91 
y  2 

157  tins  of  fruit 

1 

2 

6 

9 

10  tins  of  soup 

9 

10 

61  tins  of  vegetables 

2 

0 

Hi 

5  tins  of  rice  pudding  .  . 

4 

13* 

2  tins  of  syrup  .  . 

4 

0 

2  tins  of  tomato  juice  .  . 

10 

1  tin  of  readv  meals 

1 

0 

2  tins  of  sago 

1 

15* 

18  tins  of  raisins  .  . 

18 

0 

5  tins  of  Chocolate  Nut  Cluster 

1 

7 

0 

1  jar  of  pickle 

6 

The  total  weight  of  other  foods  condemned 

is  therefore 

7 

0 

8 

11 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  steam  digester. 


Food  Preparing  and  Storage  Premises. 

Under  the  general  term  Food  Preparing  and  Storage  Premises, 
Work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  supervision  of  the  following 


Greengrocers  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  26 

Grocers  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  71 

Fried  Fish  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

General  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54 

Cafes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Bakers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Butchers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Public  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  74 

Off  Licences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 


During  the  year  a  contravention  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula¬ 
tion,  1955,  was  observed,  when  a  shop  assistant  was  seen  handling 
food  whilst  smoking  a  cigarette.  Consequent  legal  proceedings 
resulted  in  the  shop  assistant  being  fined. 
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Ice  Cream. 

During  the  year  there  were  eleven  new  registrations  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream.  There  is  now  a  total  of  124  vendors  who  pur¬ 
chase  ice  cream  from  manufacturers  outside  the  Borough  whose 
premises  and  products  are  satisfactory  to  the  respective  Authority 
concerned. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  1954. 


These  regulations  require  the  issue  of  licences  to  those  who 
wish  to  retail  milk  in  the  Borough.  Consequently  you  authorised 
the  following  : — 


Dealer  s  Licences. 
Pasteurised  .  .  5 

Sterilised  .  .  .  .  41 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  .  2 


Supplementary  Licences. 

Pasteurised .  .  .  .  6 

Sterilised  .  .  .  .  6 

Tuberculin  Tested  6 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  of  the  Staffordshire 
County,  situated  at  Stafford,  carry  out  any  Bacteriological  Analysis 
and  Chemical  Examination  required  and  during  the  year  the  follow¬ 
ing  were  submitted  : — 

47  samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water  for  Bacteriological 
Examinations. 

14  Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water  for  Chemical  Analysis. 

4  Samples  of  Sewage  and  Effluent  for  Chemical  Analysis. 

4  Samples  of  water  taken  from  Domestic  Water  Supply  tor 
Bacteriological  Examination. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  to  1954. 

13  persons  wrere  licensed  during  the  year  to  Slaughter  animals 
in  the  Borough. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Under  the  term  Rodent  Control  the  following  were  successfullv 
dealt  with  : 
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343  complaints  of  Rat  Infestation  affected  311  dwelling  houses 
and  32  business  premises  and  100  complaints  of  Mice  Infestation 
affected  95  dwelling  houses  and  10  business  premises. 

These  infestations  required  1,854  visits. 

In  connection  with  Rat  Infestation  at  five  cases  the  sewers 
nearby  were  treated  and  in  each  case  clearance  was  completed. 


Pet  Animals,  1951. 

As  authorised  officer  I  visited  the  premises  of  five  persons  who 
applied  for  licences  under  this  Act.  The  premises  were  satisfactory 
and  were  consequently  licensed  until  the  end  of  the  year. 


Pig  Keeping. 

An  application  was  received  from  106,  Cobden  Street,  King’s 
Hill,  Wednesbury,  in  respect  of  the  Keeping  of  pigs  at  the  rear,  and 
permission  was  granted. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Samples  were  again  taken  from  the  two  observation  stations 
first  set  up  in  the  Borough  in  January,  1952,  one  station  is  in  the 
garden  of  the  Convent  School,  Church  Hill,  and  the  second  at  the 
Cemetery  Lodge,  Beebee  Road,  the  highest  and  lowest  points  in  the 
town  respectively.  In  August,  young  folk  gained  access  to  the 
Convent  School  premises  whilst  the)/  were  vacated  and  destroyed 
our  No.  1  Station.  Discussions  then  took  place  with  owners  of  the 
land  with  a  view  to  the  revival  of  the  Station. 

The  deposit  gauges  and  Sulphur  Candles  installed  at  the 
Stations  are  changed  monthly  and  forwarded  to  the  County 
Laboratory  at  Stafford  for  the  required  analysis.  These  results 
are  then  passed  to  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial 
Research,  Fuel  Research  Station  at  Greenwich. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  results  for  the  period  1960  under 
review. 


Month. 

Station. 

Rainfall 

in 

inches. 

Insoluble 

Deposit 

Soluble 

Deposit 

Total 

Solids 

S03 

mg/day/100 
cm2  of  Batch 
Lead  Peroxide. 

tons  p 

er  square 

mile. 

January 

1 

5.0 

6.03 

12.33 

18.36 

5.08 

2 

5.40 

9.26 

12.55 

21.81 

3.11 

February 

1 

1.50 

5.83 

8.09 

13.92 

4.99 

2 

2.01 

6.90 

7.24 

14.14 

2.85 

March  .  . 

1 

1.69 

8.32 

7.65 

15.97 

3.85 

2 

1.93 

7.60 

6.31 

13.91 

2.98 

April  .  . 

1 

1.02 

7.03 

5.95 

12.98 

2.81 

2 

1.14 

8.23 

9.06 

17.29 

1.90 

May 

1 

1.18 

7.10 

4.87 

11.97 

2.37 

2 

1.73 

11.95 

16.70 

28.65 

1.50 

June  .. 

1 

2.21 

10.68 

7.13 

17.81 

2.16 

2 

2.40 

15.30 

5.31 

20.61 

1.02 

July  .  . 

1 

3.39 

6.83 

3.51 

10.34 

1.74 

2 

3.59 

16.57 

6.50 

23.07 

0.66 

August 

1 

3.59 

6.03 

5.10 

11.13 

1.91 

2 

2.84 

6.67 

5.11 

11.78 

0.72 

September 

1 

4.93 

5.11 

5.11 

10.22 

2.33 

2 

5.04 

7.80 

13.01 

20.81 

1.17 

October 

1 

4.45 

5.43 

5.20 

10.63 

3.53 

2 

4.73 

6.80 

4.28 

11.08 

1.84 

November 

1 

3.70 

6.83 

10.97 

17.80 

4.72 

2 

4.02 

7.93 

17.08 

25.01 

2.33 

December 

1 

2.72 

6.76 

4.57 

11.33 

5.78 

2 

3.07 

10.03 

5.97 

16.00 

4.81 

1 
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Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948. 

The  following  list  of  Factories  shows  the  types  of  trades  being 
carried  on  in  the  Borough  during  the  period  under  review. 


Mechanical  Factories.  No.  on 

Register . 

Aerated  Waters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  3 

Aluminium  Castings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Axle  Manufacturers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Bacon  Curing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Bakeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Bed  Fitting  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Beer  Bottling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Bolts  and  Nuts  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Boot  Repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  8 

Brass  Castings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Brickworks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Buckle  Covering  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Car  Frame  Repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Carpentry  and  Joinery  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Carriage  Works  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Chain  Works  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Chemical  Preparations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Coffin  Makers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Conveyors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Cooperage  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Cycle  Repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Die  Sinkers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Drop  Forgings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Edge  Tool  Makers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Electrical  Accessories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Electricians  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Electricity  Depot  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Enamelling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Engineers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Firewood  Cutters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Galvanisers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Garage  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Gas  Cookers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Hay  Merchants  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Holloware  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ice  Cream  Storage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  I 

Iron  Castings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Laundry  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Leather  Working  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Metal  Stampers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  3 
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Motor  Body  Works  .  . 
Optical  Ware 
Pattern  Makers 
Plastic  Products 
Plating  (Chrome) 

Pre-Cast  Housing 

Printers 

Sack  Makers 

Sausage  Making 

Saw  Milling 

Scale  Repairs 

Sheet  Metal  Works  .  . 

Spring  Making 

Steel  Milling 

Steel  Producing 

Stockists  (Iron  and  Steel) 

Tailoring 

Tool  Making 

Tube  Fittings 

Tube  Making 

Washer  Stamping 

Water  Works  Depot  .  . 

Window  Maker  (Metal) 

Welding 


Non-Mechanical  Factories. 

Blacksmiths 
Boot  repairing 
Builders 

Carpentry  and  Joinery 

Electricians 

Glaziers 

Mirror  Assembly 
Painters 

Paper  Ornaments 
Photographers 
Plumbers 
Radio  Repairs 
Sculptors 
Upholsters 
Hairdressers  .  . 
Building  Operations 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 
1. —Inspections. 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

slumber  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(1)  Factories  in  which 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enfor¬ 
ced  by  Local 
Authorities 

8 

4 

(2)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Autho- 
ity 

206 

66 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers) 

TOTALS 

214 

70 

— 

— 

2.— Cases  in  wiiich  defects  were  found. 


Number  < 

)f  cases  in  -which  defects  were  found. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

red. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Sanitary  Convenience 
(S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( c )  Not  separate  for 
sexes  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (1)  Institutions.  Section  104)  and  site  of  Building 
Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Section  107  and  108). 


PART  VIII. 

SECTION  110  and  111— Nil. 
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Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

The  method  of  Disposal  by  Tipping  continues.  Progress  has 
been  made  along  the  River  Tame,  recovering  further  land  towards 
Crankhall  Lane.  Access  has  changed  from  Moor  Street  to  via 
Oxford  Street. 

Unfortunately  the  fluctuation  of  man-power  continues  despite 
the  Bonus  Scheme.  During  the  year  under  review  twenty  men 
signed  on  and  nineteen  left.  One  motor-driver  became  ill  and 
passed  away.  In  June,  Mr.  A.  Norton  retired  after  384  years 
work  as  a  Labourer.  He  was  a  very  worthy  servant  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  Council  and  the  Borough.  Had  some  of  the  nineteen 
men  who  came  and  left  been  of  the  same  calibre  many  of  our 
Collection  troubles  would  disappear. 

Permission  was  given  during  the  year  to  place  an  order  for  a 
new  “  Dustless  Loading  ”  Refuse  Collection  vehicle.  This  vehicle, 
as  a  demonstration  shewed,  improved  the  lot  of  the  loader,  being  as 
the  name  implies,  virtually  free  from  dust.  The  benefit  to  the 
general  public  should  also  be  quickly  appreciated  particularly 
during  the  dry  weather  periods.  This  vehicle  also  has  installed  a 
Packing  ”  device,  collecting  more  refuse  per  load  and  thereby 
reducing  the  journeys  to  the  tip. 


HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE  ACCOUNT. 
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Statement  of  Sanitary  Inspections  and  Visits. 

Nature.  Number. 

Dwellings  (P.H.A.  1936)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  496 

Dwellings  (H.A.  1957)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  274 

Overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Rent  Act,  1957  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Dirty  Conditions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Interviews  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  338 

Accumulation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

Piggeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  206 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  .  .  .  .  .  .  300 

Provision  of  Refuse  Bins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  105 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Butchers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Cowsheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Ice  Cream  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

Milk  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Other  Food  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  89 

Markets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  107 

Food  Hygiene  Regulation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  96 

Slaughterhouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  223 

Sampling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  70 

Rats  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..  1,621 

Mice  .  .  t  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  222 

Other  Pests  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Pet  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 


Clean  Air  Act. 

Smoke  Abatement  Observations  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Smoke  Abatement  Visits  to  Plant  .  .  .  .  7 

Atmospheric  Pollution  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Smoke  Control  Area — Visits  to  Dwellings  .  .  702 

Smoke  Control  Area — Visits  to  other  Premises  .  .  1 


My  thanks  are  due  to  the  whole  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Depot  Staff  for  their  hard  work  and  close  and  careful  attention  to 
all  matters. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
the  members  of  the  Council,  Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs  my 
sincere  thanks  for  their  continued  confidence,  help  and  goodwill 
at  all  times. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FREDK.  J.  TURNER, 

M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I,, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector , 


■ 


■ 

' 


. 


